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\EBRASKA DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION

Fall has arrived, but the Nebraska Dressage i this newsletter

Association isn’t slowing down! you can expect:
Hello NDA Members! Presidents
Update

While it's hard to believe summer is already winding
down, there is still plenty to look forward to on the

Show Spotlight:

Nebraska Dressage Association calendar this falll We Schooling Show

have a busy few months ahead, with opportunities to Championships

get together, enjoy our horses, and further our dressage

knowledge. Behind the
Show Ring:

Still to come on our calendar this year are two of our NAYC

biggest events, the Schooling Show Championship on .

October 24, our Ride the 2027 Tests Clinic November 28 _?;iestvk\‘/iets(i?di

& 29, and the Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet (stay Lees

tuned for a finalized date/details!) All of these events
gives us a chance to come together in a different way—
whether you're competing, celebrating the 2026 Calendar
accomplishments of our members, or simply enjoying
time with fellow dressage enthusiasts. | hope to see you
at one or all of these great events

Cheers,

Jena Vogt
2026 NDA President
president@nebraskadressage.org
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SANDHILLS GLOBAL EVENT CENTER LINCOLN NE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

WDAA RECOGNIZED SHOW #26-357
AQHA-APPROVED DRESSAGE AND WESTERN DRESSAGE SHOW

Judge: Julie K. Haugen, ‘r'/Dressage, ‘R'/Western Dressage
Show Manager: Laureen Van Norman, 402-450-9596, vannorman.laureen@gmail.com
Show Secretary: Mike Smith, 402-525-4314, mike.smith.mbb@gmail.com
Steward: Amanda Percival, 402-890-4974, amandalpercival@yahoo.com

Join us the following day for a Ride - a - Test clinic with Judge Julie Haugen!

Julie Haugen is a USEF "r" Dressage Judge, and a USEF “R” Western Dressage
Judge with over 30 years of experience training multiple breeds in various
disciplines and instructing all levels of riders. She has earned her USDF Bronze
and Silver Medals and has shown through Intermediare |. Her tireless love for
horses drives her passion for the art of Dressage.

For more information & Prizelist:
Check out our website



https://www.nebraskadressage.org/schooling-show-championships.html

Nebraska Dressage Association
R
Schooling Show Championships & Open Show

Silent Auction

The 2026 NDA board is excited to bring a silent auction fundraiser to this year's championship show.
We invite families, barns, and local businesses to donate gift baskets or individual items.
Iltems can be horse themed or otherwise! If you're stuck, here's some ideas:

* Grooming Kits ¢ Equine Spa-Day e Coffee Lovers
» Movie Night » Tailgate Essentials » Post-Ride Recovery

Donation proceeds will go toward MDA year-end awards and additional expenses to help keep our club awesome.

Remember to get your volunteer hours in! All NDA members are required to
volunteer 5 hours to be eligible for year end awards. You can volunteer at a NDA
sponsored event like the Schooling Show Championships, on a committee, or raise
$50 in sponsorship funds for NDA (yes, donating a basket worth $50 to the silent
auction counts!)




Behind the Show Ring; NAYC

We caught up with two of the NDA members who went to the North American Youth
Championship (NAYC) this year, Adalynn Nelson and Tillie Jones, to discuss NAYC and
learn about the journey that brought them there!

1. Congratulations on qualifying for NAYC! Have
you been to NAYC before?

Tillie: Yes! | competed at NAYC in 2015, and 2017 in
the Junior division, where | finished 1st individually
in the freestyle. In 2018 and 2021 | qualified again
in the YR division. In 2022, | sold my YR horse and
purchased a 6yr old doing training level hoping
that in 4 years we might be able to do the U25
division. 2026 was my final year of eligibility, this
time competing in the U25 division. It was very
special to compete this year, I've worked towards
this goal for 4 years.

Adalynn: Yes! This is my second time competing
at NAYC. | competed in the FEI Juniors division in
both 2025 and 2026.
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Tilliec and Coco

2. Tell us about the horse you’re competing with.

Tillie: 'm competing with my mare, Cilla
Franchesca CF, better known as Coco. She is a 16.3-
hand mare by Franziskus out of a Zardin Firfod x
De Niro mare. | have trained her myself through
the levels, and we competed at our first show
together at Training Level in 2023. This year, she
helped me earn my USDF Gold Medal and we
made our Grand Prix debut together. She is
incredibly kind, hardworking, and always tries her
heart out for me. She is a very cuddly horse in the
stables and loves any attention.

Adalynn: I'm competing with Custom Made V
(“Custom”), my 14-year-old Danish Warmblood
gelding. He's taught me so much over the past few
years, and we've built a partnership based on trust
and consistency. Together we've grown from the
FEI Children’s division to the FEI Juniors level, and
I'm so grateful to have him by my side.




Behind the Show Ring; NAYC

3. What was the highlight of your
qualifying journey?

Tillie: The highlight was earning my
USDF Gold Medal with Coco while
working toward NAYC. Developing her
myself and going from Training Level to
Grand Prix together made qualifying for
my final NAYC especially meaningful.

Adalynn: The highlight was seeing all of
the hard work come together. Between
traveling every week to train, balancing
school, and continuing to develop as a
team, qualifying again made all of the
effort feel worthwhile.

4. What are your goals for the
competition?

Tillie: My biggest goal is to ride
confidently and give Coco the best rides |
can. This is our first year at Grand Prix, so
| want to enjoy the experience, learn as
much as possible, and hopefully put
together tests that reflect the work we've
done at home.

Adalynn: My biggest goal is to ride to the
best of my ability, create harmonious
tests with Custom, and enjoy every
moment of this experience. If we can put
together rides that reflect our training, I'll
be proud.

5. What was the biggest challenge you
faced while preparing?

Adalynn: One of the biggest challenges was
the travel commitment. | make the nearly
five-hour trip from lowa to Nebraska every
week to train, and with limited qualifying
opportunities in Region 4, every show and
every ride counted. It made qualifying even
more meaningful.




Behind the Show Ring; NAYC

6. What are you most excited about at NAYC?

Tillie: 'm most excited to experience NAYC
again while also sharing it with my students.
Having Serenity Rose riders competing in the
Junior, Young Rider, and U25 divisions makes
this year incredibly special. It's rare to be able to
compete alongside the riders you coach at a
championship like this.

7. What's one fun fact about you or your
horse?

Adalynn: Custom has the sweetest personality.
Some of my favorite moments with him aren’t
under saddle, they're hand grazing, hanging out
in the arena, or just spending quiet time
together.
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NORTH AMERICAN
YOUTH DRESSAGE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

PRESENTED BY USDF

8. How has qualifying for NAYC changed your
confidence as a rider?

Tillie: It has reminded me to trust the process.
Training a horse from the lower levels through
Grand Prix and qualifying for NAYC has given me
a lot of confidence in the training I've developed
over the years. It has also reminded me that
progress doesn't always happen on the timeline
you expect.

Adalynn: Qualifying has shown me that
consistency, patience, and hard work really do
pay off.

9. What's your favorite horse show snack?

Tillie: Target has the best crunchy green grapes
that are refreshing after a tiring day!

Congratulations to Adalynn and Tillie, as
well as NDA member Claire Tucker for
representing Region 4 at NAYC!




Ride the 2027 Tests
with Jodi l.ces

NDA is extremely excited to announce we will be holding a “Ride the 2027
Tests” Clinic/Symposium with Jodi Lees, November 28 and 29, at Coda Cavallo
Dressage near Omaha, Nebraska.

USDF L Faculty and USEF Judge, Jodi Lees will work with demo riders and
review the changes in the new 2027 dressage tests. There will be lecture and
Q&A session during the event. Saturday will focus on Training Level - 2"? Level,
and Sunday will focus on 3@ and 4" Level. Demo and clinic riders wanted

Details subject to change

e Applications for clinic rides will be opening
soon! Must be a NDA member to apply

e Demo riders needed to demonstrate
movements and ride a full test

e Clinic riders will have a 45 minute individual
lesson with Jodi

e Registered as an educational event with USDF:
USDF Calendar

Additional Details will be posted on the NDA Website:
www.nebraskadressage.org/educational-events.html

THE (]

DRESSAGE
USDF FOUNDATION

This event would not be possible without generous support from The Dressage Foundation
and USDF! We also want to thank Jane Fucinaro and Coda Cavallo for offering to host this
event at their beautiful facility. Lastly, thank you NDA supporters Jennifer Rawlinson and

Dillon Vogt for helping us with behind the scenes logistics



https://www.usdf.org/calendar/programs-events.asp

2026 NDA Calendar

OCTOBER

Awards Score Report Forms due to NDA
Details

Oct5

NDA Board Meeting - 6:30 pm

Oct 12 . . ,
Walt Branch Library, Meeting Room 1, Lincoln NE

NDA Schooling Show Championships
Sandhills Global Event Center, Lincoln NE
Judge: Julie Haugen

Prizelist and Details

Oct 24

Clinic with Julie Haugen
Details & Application

Oct 25

NOVEMBER

NDA Board Meeting - 6:30 pm

Nov 9 . : ,
Walt Branch Library, Meeting Room 1, Lincoln NE

Ride the 2027 Tests Clinic with Jodi Lees
Coda Cavallo, Omaha NE

Details

Application coming soon!

Nov 28 & 29

DECEMBER

NDA Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet

TBD
Lincoln NE

Remember!
New board members will be voted on at the Annual Meeting! Interested
in running? Email president@nebraskadressage.org


https://www.nebraskadressage.org/uploads/1/4/1/9/14198623/score_report_form_2025.pdf
https://www.nebraskadressage.org/schooling-show-championships.html
https://www.nebraskadressage.org/schooling-show-championships.html
https://www.nebraskadressage.org/educational-events.html
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