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DRESSAGE FOUNDATION THANKS 
NDA FOR LOWELL BOOMER AWARD

By Suzanne Eggert

  In 2010, NDA devel-
oped a new award — the 
Lowell Boomer Junior 
High Point Award.  We 
present this to the junior 
with the highest score at 
the Cornhusker Classic.  
NDA has had an adult 
high point award at the 
Classic for a number of 
years.  The Competitions 
Committee and Board 
thought it was important 
to also have an award for 
the juniors.  
  Because of all that Low-
ell Boomer has done for 
the sport of dressage in 
general and, specifically, 
for dressage in Nebraska, 
it was decided to name 
the award after him.
  In January, the Dressage 
Foundation made a $100 
donation to the Associa-
tion.  Melissa Filipi, De-
velopment Director at the 
Foundation, said, “Jenny 
and I at the Foundation 
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were so excited about your 
award in honor of Lowell 
Boomer, we talked with our 
board members and they 
agreed this was a wonderful 
idea!  We truly appreciate 
everything you do to pro-
mote dressage in our area, 
and we want to be support-
ive of your efforts.”



also set up a Facebook group (see the social networking article on page 6), allowing members 
to communicate with each other and also post pictures for all to see.   In addition to these great 
opportunities, I hope to include some NDA social events to the calendar in 2011. If you have 
any ideas or want to host an event please let me know.  

I am looking forward to what the rest of the year brings!

Sydney Ash
President
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The Contact deadline is 
the 10th of the month 
prior to the month of 

publication.

SUBMISSIONS ARE 
ENCOURAGED 
FROM ALL NDA 

MEMBERS. 

Contact the Editor at:
halfhalt2006@yahoo.com

Please submit ads via 
email in plain text (.txt) 
or Word (.doc). display 
ads may be submitted 

as pdfs. All ads must be 
submitted to the 

Contact editor  with a 
check to NDA.

Contact Advertising:

Suzanne Eggert
5508 Hunts Dr.

Lincoln, NE 68512
halfhalt2006@yahoo.com

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Happy February NDA Members!  

As we get farther into 2011, the NDA board is turning their at-
tention to the Horse Expo and Cornhusker Classic as these big 
events are rapidly approaching.  

NDA will once again be hosting a booth at the Horse Expo 
(March 11- 13).  We hope to see a lot of you there and if you are 
interested in volunteering at the Horse Expo please contact Loye 
Jaeger at fourrosesstable@cox.net.  Remember, it is never too early 
to complete your volunteer hours for year-end awards.    

The Competitions Committee has been hard at work getting the 
2011 Cornhusker Classic put together and they are making very 
good progress.  This year, the competitions committee hopes to 
offer online registration and payment, increasing efficiency for the 
show manager and the competitors.

Last month, I discussed my overreaching goal of increasing com-
munication with members.  In line with that goal, I am encour-
aging all members to become more involved with NDA.  NDA 
provides multiple opportunities for a member to become involved 
and get to know the other dressage riders in this region.  NDA 
hosts several horse shows throughout the Spring, Summer and 
Fall.  Even if you don’t compete in the shows, it is a great oppor-
tunity to come out and meet the competitors and the other mem-
bers that support those competitors.  In addition, Suzanne Eggert 
is always looking for articles to add to the monthly Contact and I 
encourage you to submit article ideas or actual articles.  NDA has 
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Michael Beining
February 4-6, 2011
Quail Run     
Contact:  Jim Urban @ 402.289.2159

Clayton Martin
February 11-13, 2011
Lincoln Equestrian Center
Contact:  Sandie McConnell
                rsmac@inebraska.com

If you are hosting a clinic, or know of one in the area, please notify the Contact 
Editor at halfhalt2006@yahoo.com.

UPCOMING CLINICS
Tracy Maher
March 3-6, 2011
Quail Run
Contact:  Jim Urban @ 402.289.2159

Sarah Martin
March 25-27, 2011
Lincoln Equestrian Center
Contact:  Sandie McConnell
                rsmac@inebraska.com

LA RIATA RANCH AND BRANDYWINE FARM  
   ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR…..   

Debbie McDonald  
March 5th-6th, 2011 

Location  

Contact 

Cost of Clinic 

Stall Fee 

Videographer 

Rider    Rider and horse combo must be 3rd level +. Must submit 
DVD or YouTube video for consideration 

 
 Brandywine Farm 
      9000 Brandywine Rd 
       Hamel, MN 55340 
 
 La Riata Ranch 
      c/o Missy Fladland 
       66737 560th St 
       Griswold IA 51535  
       (402) 598-7475 
      Email: missyandkip@lariataranch.com  Website: www.lariataranch.com 
 
 $875  
 
 $80 (Friday at 1:00 pm–Sunday 5 pm) 
 
 $80 for clinic (DVD) 
 
 $75 for weekend pre-registered or $50 per day at door (no 

partial or 1/2 day discounts) 
 
 February 7th, 2011 Payment in full required.  No Refunds 

Auditors 

Due Date 

** Clinic & Stall Payment due with application checks made payable to La Riata Ranch 
** Videographer Payment due with application check made payable to Peggy Warren 

Rider Name: _________________________  Rider Age:_____________ 
Rider Address/Email:____________________________________________________ 
Horse name /Breed:_________________________  Level:_______________ 
Phone #___________________Email:_____________________________________ 
Video Ride: YES or NO (make sure to include check for Peggy Warren) 
Auditor Name:_______________________  
 
Release: I understand that this is a high-risk sport and I am participating at my own risk.  I hereby assume this risk and further do hereby release and hold 
harmless, La Riata  Ranch Inc, or Brandywine Farm, the organizing committee, employees and or volunteers from all liability for  negligence resulting in acci-
dents, damage, injury or illness to myself and to my property including the horse or horses on which I will ride in attending this clinic. 
 
Signature of Participant or Auditor: _____________________________________ 
 
Signature of Parent or Rider:______________________________ (to be signed by parent or guardian if exhibitor is 
under  18 years of age.) 
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December 1, 2010
Vice President Sydney Ash called the December meet-
ing to order at Breadeaux Pizza at 6:20pm.

Board Members Present:  Lisa Van Stratten, Amy 
Blum, Casey Blum, Sydney Ash, Diana Spaulding.
Board Members Absent:  Gillian Howell, Karen Strick-
lett, Hannah Brummer, Loye Jaeger.

NDA Members Present:  Mike Smith, Felice Rose, 
Heidi Helmer, Suzanne Eggert, Donna Michelson.
Amy moved to approve the October Board Meeting 
minutes; Casey seconded.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS:

President:  No report.

Vice President:  No report.

Treasurer:  Diana presented the Treasurer’s Report as 
of December 1, 2010.  The balance in the Main Ac-
count was reported to be $11,128.98.  The balance in 
the Show Account was reported to be $4,394.13.  There 
was discussion about costs from this year’s Awards Ban-
quet.  Amy moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report; 
Casey seconded.  Motion carried.

Secretary:  No report.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

Membership:  Sydney and Diana reported that there are 
28 members registered as of December 1, 2010.  They 
anticipate the handbook being completed in March.

Competitions:  Lincoln Equestrian Center has applied 
to have a schooling show on June 25.  Amy moved 
to approve the application pending its review; Casey 
seconded.  Motion carried.  The Shaggy Horse Show 
will be held April 2 & 3 at the Lancaster Event Center.  
Mike Smith gave a Cornhusker Classic update.  The 
Classic will be held May 20, 21, and 23.  There have 
been two judges hired, prize list is to be submitted, 
and the show committee is being developed.  Commit-
tee chairs will be appointed at the January 2010 board 
meeting. 

Awards:  Re-adjusted scores for 2010 were presented 
and discussed.  There was insufficient information 
presented at the meeting as to the effect the scores will 

have.  Sydney will be following through with this and 
reporting.

Communications:  The Contact will be further ad-
dressed in January 2011.  Sydney wishes to increase 
communication in 2011 with the membership.

Publicity:  A new publicity chair will be named in 
January 2011.  Donna Michelson volunteered to con-
tact sponsors.

Fund Raising:  A new chairperson will be named in 
January 2011.

Equipment Management:  Cheri Harker will be 
contacted about continuing to store equipment at 
Lincoln Equestrian Center.  

JR/YR:  Nothing to report.

Education:  Nothing to report.

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  Amy is working to develop 
a new website, and the Board would like to work 
towards increased communication via the website.  
Sydney wishes to update the membership bi-monthly 
when she assumes the NDA presidency in January 
2011. 

 The next board meeting will be held January 10, 
2011, at Parker’s Rib Ranch in Ashland, NE.

ADJOURNMENT:  Diana moved to adjourn the 
Board meeting.  Amy seconded.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.

Respectfully submitted by
Heidi J. Helmer, on behalf of Karen Stricklett
NDA Secretary 2010

NDA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

NDA Board Mtg.

February 7, 2011, 6:30 p.m.
Breadeaux Pizza

Ashland
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From USDF Region 4 e-Newsletter

Year-End Award Certificates Now Available Online
To print a personalized year-end award certificate, you must first log into the USDF Web site 
and then click on the word “certificate” located after the horse or rider’s name in the Final 
Award rankings. Get your Certificate Now! 

Great Member Discounts 
As a USDF member, you are entitled to a discount on merchandise in the USDF store and 
discounts on your memberships and subscriptions with USDF’s educational partners. The 
discount codes are listed below for your convenience. Questions?

USDF Store (10% discount) – MEM2011>
DressageTrainingOnline.com (15% discount) – 95121521
DressageClinic.com (15% discount) – USDF20108070
Please click on the SUBSCRIBE button on the home page, scroll down to the bottom of 
the page and click on COUPON, fill out all the information and click on PROCEED, 
choose the membership package and continue to sign in.
Barnby Notes (Free one-year basic subscription) – USDF2010
FEI TV (20% discount) – Click on the FEI TV link from the USDF home page and you 
will be able to subscribe at the USDF member-discount rate.

USDF Test Apps available
An iPhone application has been developed for USDF Introductory Level Test A, Test B, and 
Test C. To download the applications or to see a full listing of EquiTests applications, visit 
the iTunes App Store.

USDF & REGION 4

The US Equestrian Federation has implemented a rule change (DR120) 
regarding protective headgear. Effective Martch 1, 2011, helmets are re-
quired at USEF/USDF shows for:

•	 all riders at Fourth Level and below
•	 all riders 18 and under, regardless of level
•	 all para-equestrians
•	 all in FEI Pony, Junior, and 4, 5, & 6-year-old tests, plus USEF   
4-year-old. 

For the exact wording on the rule change, go to http://www.usef.org/docu-
ments/ruleChanges/313-10.pdf

USEF RULE CHANGE - HELMETS
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Did you know NDA has a Facebook page?  
Yep, even NDA is into social networking.  
Depending on when you read your newsletter 
you may find two accounts set up under the 
Nebraska Dressage Association.  

The initial “Nebraska Dressage Association 
Group” format was set up over a year ago.  A 
group account limits news to members who 
frequent that group page.  The member would 
have to physically type in the group name and 
see the posts.  The posting information does 
not auto-magically appear in your newsfeed.  
Thus the business type account was set up 
called the “Nebraska Dressage Association 
Non-Profit Organization”.  

If you are not already a member of the Ne-
braska Dressage Association Non-Profit Or-
ganization, just do a search on Facebook and 
click “like”.  That’s it!  You will now receive 
a plethora of valuable information in your 
newsfeed.   Try it out.  If you don’t like what 
you see you can always “unlike” it, but I seri-
ously doubt it!  Just ask the any of the 25 or so 
members already part of this organization.  
Now if you are reading this article and have 
no idea what Facebook is, I can help you 
with that.  Do you already use the internet 
to search for horse related topics, order horse 
and rider items, or go to horse events?  Then 
go to www.facebook.com and sign up.  Then 
search for the Nebraska Dressage Association 
Non-Profit Organization and click the “like” 
button.  You will see all the status posts.  Then 
search for your friends and request to become 
their friend.  It’s pretty easy if you are com-
puter savvy at all, or just find any teenager you 
know and they will hook you up.  They might 
even become your first Facebook friend!  

I realize there are a handful of people out 
there who do not wish to use a computer or 
connect to the internet ever in their lifetime.  
Never, ever!  I totally understand.  That is 
why NDA will continue to send out the 
most important information to you via a 
printed copy of the monthly NDA newslet-
ter straight to your mailbox.  It’s the easiest 
option available.  But when you are ready to 
make that jump to ordering supplies on-line 
to get huge savings and get late breaking 
news about horses, shows, sales, clinics, horse 
pictures, and on and on, let me know and I 
will  help you get started.  

So what’s next?  I think we need an app for 
that.  Yeah, I need to find someone to write 
an Apple app to mobile-enable our NDA 
website.  Any takers?  

SOCIAL NETWORKING FOR NDA
By Lisa Van Stratten

Profile picture from NDA’s Facebook page.
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Nebraska Dressage Association Membership
 F  NDA Year -End Awards   F  Contact   F  Discounts   

F  USDF Group Membership   F  The Connection   F  USDF Rider Awards  

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Adult Individual Membership ($40)  m
Junior Individual Membership ($30)  m
*(Must be under the age of 21-birthdate required)

Junior/Pony Club- 4H Membership ($30)  m
(Must be under the age of 21 and must submit proof of current 
membership in Pony Club or 4-H with this application.)

Family Membership ($60)   m

Additional Family USDF Group/Non-
voting NDA Memberships ($20 each)  m
(Must be members of the immediate family, residing in the same 
household as those holding primary Family Memberships.)

Membership fee includes online subscription 
to the Contact.

Mail subscription to the Contact ($15)  m

USDF # First Name  Middle Initial   Last Name

Address

Phone (h)    Phone (c)   Birthdate (required for Juniors)

City     State     Zip

New Member  p     Renewal p

Phone (w)    Email

Voting Member #1

USDF # First Name  Middle Initial   Last Name

HORSE REGISTRATION

Member Name

Foaling Year    Sex (M, G, S)    Color

Name of Horse      Breed  

Name of Owner    Address

SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:   Karen Stricklett, 15809 Burdette St, Omaha, NE 68116 or kstricklett@stricklett.com

New Lifetime Registration ($25.00)  p
Horse is already registered 
(for record-keeping purposes only)    p

Voting Member #2
(if Family Membership)

Note:  Horse must be registered with NDA to qualify for Schooling Show Championships and Year-End Awards.
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It appears that several of our NDA mem-
bers  have acquired new mounts recently; 
congratulations to those of you who will be 
exploring a new equine partnership this sea-
son!  If you have not already done so, please 
renew your NDA membership today!

Also, please make certain to check with me 
to determine whether your new horse is life-
time registered with NDA and, if not, send 
in his/her registration information today!  
You will receive an NDA horse certificate 
in the mail with the new owner information 
and a horse registration number.  

Thank you!   
Karen Stricklett
Membership Chairperson

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Oops...there goes the nose!
Kimmie Peterson’s Quarter Horse, Astro Silver

This photo won the January 25th weekly photo contest 
at www.anky.nl/home

EDUCATION NEWS

•	 The Nebraska Horse Expo will be 
held March 11 – 13, at the Lancaster Event 
Center in Lincoln, Nebraska.  As in years 
past I am looking for volunteers to work 
either Saturday or Sunday for two or four 
hours.  It is a great way to get your volun-
teer hours in before the show season starts 
and have some fun while you do it.  Duties 
are simple, just man the NDA desk, hand 
out material and answer questions.  If you 
are interested, contact Loye Jaeger at Four-
rosesstable@cox.net.  
•	 The Education Committee is work-

ing on a “Getting Ready to Show” semi-
nar.  Watch your inbox and the website for 
details.



9The Contact, February 2011

SPONSOR  SPOTLIGHT
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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doctors of children

caring for young athletes since 1998

6041 Village Dr.  Suite 150
Lincoln, NE  68516

423-1900

Now accepting new patients
Monday thru Friday 8:30 to 5:00  Saturday 8:30 to Noon

Cynthia Olson, MD, Brent Willman, MD, Stacey Houston, MD
Kathy Carter, APRN, Kristi Aldridge, APRN, Erin Hoffman, MPAS
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www.nebraskadressage.org

Suzanne Eggert
5508 Hunts Dr.
Lincoln, Nebraska 68512

For Sale:  Ariat Women’s Maestro Pro Dressage Boots - zip up the back.  Black.  Brand 
new (only worn twice). Medium Height/Slim Calf - shoe size 9 1/2.  $300.00.  Contact 
Karen Stricklett at 493-8686 Ext. 13 or kstricklett@stricklett.com. 

NDA Sale Barn

For Sale:  Duett Saddle,  Largo design, size 34 with an 17.5 seat. Used one year.  Excel-
lent condition, asking price $750.00.  Sommer saddle for sale, size 33 with a 17.5 seat.  
Excellent condition, asking price $600.00.  Smith Worthington Jumping saddle for sale, 
excellent condition.  Smith Worthington saddles can be custom filled to your horse, seat 
17.5  Asking price $800.00. Contact Loye Jaeger at fourrosesstable@cox.net or (402) 
669-1257.


