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With the weather most likely turning a bit too cold to enjoy riding 
outside, the Ashland Country Club  will once again be the site of 
the NDA Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet, with a fantastic 
brunch spread the highlight of our weekend.   

They are offering a delicious brunch buffet menu again, featuring 
eggs and bacon, fresh fruit, pastries, juice and coffee.  And let’s 
not forget the mimosas!  

Plan to arrive for coffee, cocktails and conversation at 10:30, 
with brunch and the silent auction following at 11:00.  The 
business meeting will be at 12:00 with the awards presentation 
to follow.

This is also a time to come together to elect new board 
members. If you have ever considered joining the NDA board, 
this is the time to throw your hat in the ring!

We can’t wait to see you!

Michaela Schieffer  
The Contact Editor
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The most important thing to the NDA Board of Directors 
is you—our members—and the experiences you have as 
part of our organization. We strive every day to find more 
ways to bring you unique educational opportunities, rich 
competition experiences, supportive community events, 
and recognition for your accomplishments in the sport we 
all love.

We also know that this is a very expensive passion we 
share. But we believe that enriching dressage experiences 
should be available to everyone, not just the financially 
fortunate, and so we work hard to bring you these expe-
riences as economically as possible. We do this by main-
taining a strict budget, operating as leanly as possible, 
and relying on wonderfully generous donors to help us 
keep member dues low.

So we were all a little broken-hearted to hear from USDF 
that, starting in 2020, USDF will be significantly raising 
GMO dues. A little background: for every member that 
NDA accepts, we are required to pay a flat portion of that 
person’s member dues directly to USDF. Then we use the 
remainder for all NDA events, awards, and general cost 
of doing business. That portion we pay to USDF is the 
portion they’re increasing.

Unfortunately, there is no room in our lean budget for 
this added expense, which means we will have to increase 
NDA member dues. We hate raising dues and we try to do 
it as little as possible. The last time dues were raised was 
from 2015 to 2016...four years without a dues increase 
is pretty great! But there was no way around it this year, 
and so the board voted to increase NDA member dues for 
the 2020 membership year.

The new fee structure is:

$50 - Adult Individual
$40 - Junior Individual (under 21)
$35 - Junior Pony Club/4H (under 21)
$70 - Family (two individuals)
$25 - Additional Family member
$40 - Horse (Lifetime)

Luckily, compared to other GMOs in our area and across 
the country, NDA is still very affordable. Did you know 
that in some GMOs, you can expect to pay up to $145 for 
an individual membership yearly?

With this change comes a renewed commitment from 
your NDA board to keep finding new and creative ways 
to bring you the education, competition, and communi-
ty you have come to know and love from NDA. We will 
continue to hold ourselves to a high standard of quality, 
accessibility, and dedication to the ideals of dressage—so 
that we can help you build lasting memories with your 
dressage community.

Here’s to another wonderful year for our NDA members!

Melissa Ward
2019 NDA President

Letter from the President



3

T H E  C O N TA C T  S H O W  I S S U E  2 0 1 9

Central Nebraska Classic
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Spring Fling
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Training Level Champions	

Junior Champion: Miya Higgins

Reserve Junior Champion: Maria Albers

Adult Amateur Champion: Kim Williams

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Ann McGill

Open Champion & Reserve Champion: Emily Miles

First Level Champions

Junior Champion & Reserve Champion: Erin Hig-
gins

Adult Amateur Champion: Susan Keil	

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Laureen Van 
Norman

Open Champion: Mary Cook

Second Level Champions	

Junior Champion: Joslyn Allen

Reserve Junior Champion: Rebecca Barry

Adult Amateur Champion: Stacey Knox

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Carla Rogowsky

Open Champion: Haley Barrett

Third Level Champions

Junior Champion: Averi Allen

Reserve Junior Champion:  Lily Schoeppner

Adult Amateur Champion: Stacey Knox

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Elizabeth Dudley

Open Champion: Jane Fucinaro

Open Champion & Reserve Champion: Pernille 
Andree

Fourth Level Champion

Adult Amateur Champion: Sam Kenik

FEI Champions			 

Junior Champion: MacKenzie Peer

Reserve Junior Champion: Joslyn Allen

Adult Amateur Champion: Audrey Narducci	

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Mariah Crum-
baker	

Open Champion: Codi Harrison

Open Reserve Champion: Emily Miles

Breed Awards			

Saddlebred - Miya Higgins

Hanoverian - Averi Allen

KWPN - Susan Keil

Morgan - Joslyn Schoemaker

RPSI - Erin Higgins

Danish - Codi Harrison

AWS - Carla Rogowsky

Westfalen - Sam Kenik

Champions of the 41st Cornhusker Classic - Saturday, May 25
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Training Level Champions		

Junior Champion: Joslyn Schoemaker & Lexi Wathor

Adult Amateur Champion: Kim Williams

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Carey Verschuure

First Level Champions			 

Junior Champion: Aussia Stander

Reserve Junior Champion: Erin Higgins

Adult Amateur Champion: Remy Sass	

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Susan Keil

Open Champion: Mary Cook

Second Level Champions		

Junior Champion & Reserve Champion: Rebecca 
Barry

Adult Amateur Champion: Ashley Murray

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Haley Barrett

Third Level Champions			 

Junior Champion: Lily Schoeppner

Adult Amateur Champion: Stacey Knox	

Open Champion: Jami Kment

Open Reserve Champion: Pernille Andree

Fourth Level Champion			 

Adult Amateur Champion: Sam Kenik

FEI Champions					   

Junior Champion: MacKenzie Peer

Reserve Junior Champion: Joslyn Allen

Adult Amateur Champion: Audrey Narducci	

Reserve Adult Amateur Champion: Mariah Crum-
baker

Open Champion: Codi Harrison

Open Reserve Champion: Emily Miles

Overall Trophies:

Training through Grand Prix Junior: Tillie Jones

Training through Grand Prix Adult Amateur: Lau-
reen Van Norman

Training through Grand Prix Open: Jami Kment

Champions of the 41st Cornhusker Classic - Sunday, May 26
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Cornhusker Classic 
Schooling Show
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Cornhusker Classic 
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Providence Farm 
Schooling Show
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Summer Solstice
Schooling Show
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Lancaster County Fair Open Show
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Nebraska State Fair Western Dressage Show
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Schooling Show Championships
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OCTOBER
	 2-6	 WDAA Western Dressage 

World Championship - Lazy 
E Arena, Gurthie, OK

	 5	 Deadline to submit scores 
for year-end awards - forms 
available on NDA website

	 12-13	 Collection Fundamentals 
clinic by Manuel Trigo - 
Mountain Rose Ranch, 
Kearney

	 14	 NDA Board Meeting, 6:30 
North Misty’s Steakhouse

NOVEMBER	
	 7-10	 USDF National Dressage 

Finals - Kentucky Horse Park, 
Lexington, KY

	 17	 NDA Year End Awards 
Banquet & Annual Meeting- 
Ashland Country Club, 
Ashland NE

DECEMBER	

	 4-7	 USDF Annual Convention- 
Savannah, GA

Calendar of Events

CLASSIFIED ADS
Do you have something to advertise?
Classified ads are $5 for NDA members and $10 for non-members. 
They will appear on this page of the website for 90 days, in addition 
to one issue of The Contact.

Advertising images, documentation, and any questions should 
be sent to Margo Hamilton at margoreham@gmail.com. Checks 
should be made payable to NDA and should be sent to Kathy 
Hanford, 10301 W. Pioneers Blvd, Denton, NE, 6833 

NDA makes no endorsements or representation in connection with 
advertisements placed in this section.


